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DownEast Soaring Club Upcoming Events
Event
Gambler HLG and
Gambler power Pod
Contest

Date
August

Time
23,

Pilot’s meeting Approx. 10:00 AM

BAM Field

Show & Tell 9 am to 9:30. Business
August meeting 9:30 to approx 10 am. Gambler
pilot meeting after DSC meeting.

BAM Field

2008

August DSC

23

Business meeting

2008

Location

.
September DSC
Business meeting

DSC members will be notified by e-mail as summer
TBA

meetings are flexible. Intent is to try to mix them up TBA
and include meetings during flying events.

October DSC

Saturday,

9am coffee/pastry, 9:30 Business meeting, 10:30

Business meeting

5/10/2008

Show & Tell (Slope afterwards?).

Bookland Coffee Shop,
Cooks Corner, Brunswick
See Note #1

1. Breakfast starts at 9:00 in the Bookland Conference Room. The business meeting will start at 9:30 am sharp.
Show and Tell at 10:30. Members are encouraged to eat breakfast during the business portion of the meeting.
OTHER EVENTS (For planning purposes):

1. Great State of Maine Air Show September 6 and 7th, 2008
2. Reminder: Bookland meetings are scheduled on the 2nd Saturday of the month during
the late fall, winter and early spring.

DSC Meeting Minutes for June and July 2008

MEMBERS PRESENT AT THE JUNE DSC MEETING:

MEMBERS PRESENT AT THE JULY DSC MEETING:

TREASURES REPORT:
None.

SECRETARY’S REPORT:
None

OLD BUSINESS:
BOY SCOUT CAMPOREE:
Update: Boy Scout camporee was a huge success. Paul Johnson, John Cheetham and Mike
Farnsworth from our club manned the booth. Special “Thank You” for their efforts. I’m sure
the Scouts appreciated it.
Paul provided members with a verbal report on the event. He said groups of 15 to 20 scouts
received information about our hobby and built foam plate aircraft. The scouts showed promise
as aeronautical engineers by creating unexpected variations on the basic flying design. Paul felt
that the Topsham location was superior to other places that have hosted our shows in the past.

DSC FUND RAISER:
In an effort to keep dues from increasing, Jim started a Cyberspace RC Swap Meet, which is
designed to raise funds through donations. RC items for sale/swap are listed in a PDF file and
sent out to perspective buyers. Plan is to post the file to the DSC Web site so people can go
there and view the latest offerings.
Jim sent an e-mail to Club members that said the following:
The DSC kitty is getting low so attached is an effort to help rectify that.
situation.
donation.

It is a win win

The modelers make out by selling or purchasing a treasure and the DSC gets a

The cyberspace RC Swap Meet that is attached might be a year round thing. If you see an item
your interested in, contact the seller and see if the person can bring it to the Swap meet at the
BAM field (if it hasn't sold yet). DSC and BAM members will have first crack at the listing,
before it is sent to other Clubs etc.
Here is the text used in the Swap Meet PDF file:
Jim’s cyberspace RC Swap Meet is designed for the benefit of RC enthusiasts, which
are gas saving, convenience, and effectiveness in getting visibility to the RC swap
item.
There is no pre-determined cost to the seller.

A small donation the Downeast

Soaring Club for their effort would be appreciated. Seller makes a determination
based on their financial situation and final selling price. It is easy to make a
donation. Options are:
• Paypal to jamesiii@blazenetme.net

•
•

RC

Cash
Check made out to the Downeast Soaring Club and sent to:
o DSC Treasurer Ken Mac Donald
o 114 George Wright Road
o Woolwich, ME 04579

enthusiasts

can

submit

RC

Swap

Items

to

Jim

Armstrong’s

e-mail

jamesiii@suscom-maine.net for addition to “Jim’s cyberspace RC Swap Meet.”
Items spoken for will be annotated by strikethrough. Example: DSC-1 100inch glider
$100. Eventually sold items will be deleted entirely.
Donations

to the Downeast

Soaring Club

appreciated.

Options are

cash,

pay pal

(jamesiii@blazenetme.net) or Check made out to the Downeast soaring Club.

Update:
• Jim entertained several questions about the Cyberspace RC Swap Meet.
• Several items were donated to the Club by John Emery. He brought them to a meeting
at the BAM field and before 2 of the items even made it to Jim’s Van they were spoken
for.

•

Jim said that he will be getting 2 glider from John Curtis and will be putting them in the
Swap. Jim gave John $10 worth of Anderson Power pole connectors and needs to be
reimbursed from the sale of the gliders.

•

$35 was raised for DSC through the purchase of 2 planes donated by John Emery.
Special “Thank You” to John Emery for his generous donations.

WARBIRD AIR SHOW:
At a previous meeting, Paul Johnson provided information regarding the potential for setting
up a booth at the Warbird Air Show that is typically held at the Portland Jet Port in
September. We could potentially do some demonstration flying in a hangar at that time. Paul
will give us an update as the time draws near.

Update: None
CANCELING DSC MEETING ON-LINE:
Because of the icy weather the day of the March meeting, Jim asked if it would be a good idea
for Club to give the President authorization to cancel a monthly meeting, for any good reason.
An Officer could send out an e-mail to members before the meeting. Members must check their
e-mail before leaving for a meeting, especially during inclement weather. Change could also be
posted on the DSC Website event Schedule if time is available before meeting. Members felt
that it was a good idea. Nelson said that members could not afford to drive to a meeting for

nothing. Motion passed unanimously.

Update: Again,

Jim asked if anyone had any questing about procedure he will follow if

it is determined that a scheduled meeting is to be cancelled. He read the above to give everyone
a common knowledge base.

NEW BUSINESS:
DSC DRAWING LIBRARY:
Drawing to be added to the DSC Drawing Library.
PICTURE

NAME

TYPE

SPAN

DESCRIPTION

Mignet

Electric

33 inches

1:8 Stand Off Scale;

Pou-du-

powered

1100 Kva brushless;

Ciel

strangely configured

(Flying
Flea)

aircraft design by
Colin Reynolds that
is very stable in
flight.

DSC FREE MAGAZINE RAFFLE:
Each attendee at the June or July meeting won a
magazine

POSTING ITEMS TO THE WEB SITE:
As a result of discussing making additions to the Cyberspace RC Swap Meet and DSC
DRAWING LIBRARY and posting them, Nelson Frost made a suggestion that the originators of
these documents be given the capability to post the changes to the Club Web site immediately.
He said that all you would have to do is give them rights to a directory where they could upload
the revised file(s). He said that is what he does on the Skystreaker’s Web site. He said the last
time he talked with Mike Farnsworth, space on the web site hosting computer was not an issue.
Jim said he would contact the Web Master Mike Farnsworth and ask him.

SHOW AND TELL:
•

John Emery showed us his scratch built “Short Scion.” He finished it after the meeting
and sent us a picture with flying details. Below is what he said.

Hi Jim:
Haven't seen you for awhile and in the meantime I have finished my Short
Scion and have flown it several times. Just to let you know, the plane flys
very well, good take-offs but the landings are a little hairy. The plane
came out about 3 0z. overweight so it's no floater and the landing gear is
located just about under the CG so the plane has a tendency to nose over on
landings and you can't slow it up much - will stall. If you get it coming
in at the right speed and are careful, a good landing will result. I guess
you could say the wing loading is a little high! Anyway my initial (maiden)
flight with a 2 cell lipo and the GWS A Drives would barely get the plane
off the ground. I then installed a 730 TP 3 cell and this made a world of
difference. Plenty of power now but as you know, the little carbon brushed
motors will only take some much current over time. I did install heat sinks

on both motors and this should help some plus I don't use full power only
for take-offs. I have another pic of the finished plane and am sending it
along. Hope this may be what you want. Let me know if I can do anything
else on this project for the newsletter. By the way, I did install a
landing light that comes on when the battery is connected and did install
seperate red and green lights in the wing tips that have their own
individual battery source. Just for kicks!!
John

•

Dick Rosenberg showed us his semi-scale MINIMOA, 2 meter gullwing. Originally
designed as a free flight but redesigned for RC. I built it as a kit and have further
converted it to electric with a Speed 500 and a planetary gear drive. Hand glided but not
yet flown; awaiting a part.
.

•

Paul Johnson showed us his revised Rhom Bus (left side of picture). Paul installed an electric
ducted fan for propulsion and lightened the tail by boring holes. Paul says the plane is
noiseless and receives power from a 3-cell lipo battery. He has flown it several time at glider
night and it flys wonderful.

•

Devon Connors told of a plane his farther picked up at a swap meet at Ray and Robins. It
flew great.

•

Charlie Kerr is holding a plane that Dick
Rosenberg gave him. It is a paper model of
the full size Minimoa. You download the plans, cut
them out and glue them together. Dick made it for
Charley Kerr since he is in the process of building
from scratch a 134" Minimoa glider. Paper version
is not a flying model. Charley has it hanging in his
shop

•

Dick Rosenberg showed us his Sprinter, a power sailplane. Dick says “The plane was given to me by Michael
Fanrnsworth. It was an ARF but he didn't care for it. I powered it with a small HiMax inrunner with a planatary
gear drive. The motor was rewound by Tim Acord and, for it's size, it puts out a great deal of power and speed.
Great flying machine, built with with ailerons and elevator only. Capable of great speeds but with aileron/speed
brakes, slows down to gentle approaches and landings.”

(JIM

ARMSTRONG):

Glider Contest Report:

Mike Bergerson attended a Glider contest in NH on 17 August.

WEDNESDAY NIGHT GLIDER/ELECTRIC NIGHT:
Wednesday night Glider/Electric Night has been attracting a lot of flyers, both from DSC and
BAM. One Wednesday night we had the 3 Rhom Bus’s there. Paul Johnson flew the middle
one for the first time with an EDF (Electric Ducted Fan) that had a brushless motor in it. It
flew great. Paul liked the way it sounded. John Cheetham’s bigger one flew that evening too.

Other Club member projects:
•

John Ostromecky is shown here completing the Frog he started building this winter in
Ken Mac Donald’s basement during Wednesday glider night.

•

John Cheetham is scratch building
another canard.

•

Mike Bergerson’s completed Gambler.

•

Mike Bergerson is kit bashing a Spirit Elite.

Happy Safe Flying,
Jim

