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March 2014 issue of the DSC’s “Quiet Happenings” Newsletter 
Downeast Soaring Club Upcoming Events 

 

Event Date Time Location 

DSC Business and 
Show & Tell 
Meeting  

Saturday, 
3/15/2014 

Social 9 AM, 9:30 AM Business meeting 
starts; 11 AM Show & Tell 

Topsham Public Library 

DSC Business and 
Show & Tell 
Meeting  

Wednesday  
4/30/2014 

Usually 2nd Saturday of every month 
Social 9 AM, 9:30 AM Business meeting 
starts; 11 AM Show & Tell 

If event date is the end of the month it 
is just a place holder, watch email. 
Topsham Public Library 

Note: #1 Changes to an event will be announced by e-mail and posted on the DSC web site as soon as it is known.  Check your e-mail on the 

morning of the event to see if it has been cancelled for an unforeseen circumstance.    

 

Minutes of the 8 February 2014 DSC Buisness / Show & Tell Meeting 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT  
James Armstrong, Ken Baker, Dick Rosenberg, Bob Constable, Robert Berry 
Jr., John Cheetham, John Seredynski, Mark Higgins, Frank Bennett, and 
Mike Farnsworth.   

 

TREASURES REPORT:   

Acting DSC Treasurer Jim Armstrong provided the following 

report:  

 He drew a $200 bank check from the credit union to 

pay the 2014 DSC Web site Hosting fee. 

 Jim reported the money that he had recently deposited 

and the balance of the Club account.  

 He provide the following way to pay your 2014 DSC dues.   
  

Here are the ways to renew you membership; 

DSC 2014 DUES: 

 

Here is the info on ways to pay DSC dues while our Treasurer John Emery is wintering in Florida: 

http://www.downeastsoaring.org/


 

1. Cash: $12.00 to DSC Treasurer John Emery or James Armstrong. See Note #1. 

2. Check: $12.00 check made out to “Downeast Soaring Club”. Check can be delivered in person or mailed to (DSC 

Treasurer, John Emery, 59 Andrea Street, Topsham, ME 04086) DSC Acting Treasurer, James Armstrong, 292 

Foreside Road, Topsham, ME 04086. See Note #1. 

3. PayPal: $12.50 PayPal payment to Downeast Soaring Club account at  

downeast-soaring@comcast.net. See note #2. 

 

NOTES: 

Note 1: One of the rules of the Topsham library is “The Conference Room may not be used to … exchange money or 

other property….” end quote. Therefore, at the Topsham Library, dues may only be paid before or after the meeting 

in the parking lot. 

Note 2: PayPal charges DSC a fee for every $12.00 received. This fee amounts to 67 cents, so to off-set this cost, the 

club has decided for those using PayPal, the dues will be $12.50. This seems to be a reasonable added cost for 

members to use the convenience of PayPal if they wish to do so. This PayPal account is used exclusively for DSC 

funds. 

 

SECRETARY’S REPORT:  

Secretary Mike Farnsworth reported that he had received the latest safety code placard from 

AMA and provided them to the DSC safety officer John Seredynski.   

 

Mike received re-charter forms from AMA.  Mike and Jim 

will meet to fill them out with club info and payment 

authorization.   

 

Mike said he is still having email problems with the server 

that hosts the DSC Web site.  Email sent from the server 

doesn’t go to all recipients.  Issues with gmail too.  If you 

have a gmail account, gmail may block stuff, as you are not 

a paying customer.   

  

 

OLD BUSINESS: 

 
RC FIELDS: 

Background: Paul Johnson has been actively lobbying the town for access to the NASB former 

Radar site on Old Bath Road. A town committee has been formed which will meet in the near 

future to discuss uses of the site. Paul hopes to be on the committee. A portion of this large 



 

site is allotted for Sports fields; this would still leave plenty of area for a flying site. Thanks 

Paul for your efforts. 

 Latest status:  No recent updates. 

 

 

SAFETY COMMENT: 

 

.  In the last newsletter there was a safety reminder.   It mistakenly showed Ralph’s 56  inch Antic.   

The one that tore Ralph’s chinos was his Big 81 inch wingspan Antic.  Fuselage of big 81 inch Antic 

is pictured below:  

  

 

 

The following was shown in the February newsletter. 

 

The January newsletter stated:  At one of our upcoming meetings safety Officer John Seredynski 

will tell you what happened here. 

 



 

FOLLOW-UP:  John Seredynski described the circumstances of this unfortunate accident of his 

friend and DSC Club member Ralph Damelio.  It seems Ralph put his transmitter down upside 

down, which caused the throttle to go to maximum.  This sent his huge Antic (picture below) right 

into him.  It tore up both legs of his NEW chinos.  Luckily no bad physical damage to Ralph.  He was 

very lucky.   

 

 

 

I like how John Seredynski described the accident. 

From: "Buysard" < To: "James Armstrong" Sent: 

Monday, December 9, 2013 10:02:56 AM 

Subject: Safety first!!  

 

Ralph's new Chinos 0, Prop 1 

 

 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

 
KVMA CABIN FEVER SWAP MEET:   

Mark Higgins asked about swap meet announced in the last newsletter.  He asked if they might 

have any gliders for sale.   

 
MUSEUM HOSTING MIDCOAST MODEL FESTIVAL: 

Someone asked if Owls Head Transportation Museum was going to have the Midcoast Model 

Festival again this year.  After the meeting Jim looked it up and the answer was YES.  Details 

below were sent to each DSC member: 
 
Midcoast Model Festival   March 22 & 23  
http://www.ohtm.org/    Owls Head transportation Museum.            
 
Modelers from throughout Maine and beyond display a mix of both kit models as well as hand-made 
creations. Featuring everything from antique model steam engines, to cars, planes and trains. All 
sizes accommodated. Indoor and outdoor airplane and car model demonstrations. “Make-and-take” 
family activities and more.  Happy safe Building/flying, Jim 
 

EZ UP CANOPY: 

Mike Farnsworth reminded members that he maintains DSC’s EZ up canopy.  It is available for 

Club use.  
 

http://www.ohtm.org/


 

SAFETY:  

Safety Officer John Seredynski reminded us to be careful of the ice and snow when out flying this 

winter.  Grippers work great to prevent slipping. Several members said they were using them 

this winter because of all the ice.   John said he flew 1 February.    

 
DSC FREE MAGAZINE RAFFLE:  

A free RC magazine raffle was held.  Each member 

received a RC magazine.   

 

 

 

DSC DRAWING LIBRARY:  

Plans from Club magazines are pulled out and 

shown to members for checkout.  

 

SHOW AND TELL OR JUST TELL 

 

1.  SCRATCH BUILD FOAM/GLASS WING 

 Mark Higgins brought in a foam wing that 

he hot wire cut, vacuum bagged with ½ oz. 

glass and graphite tissue.    He used West 

System Epoxy.   It came out very strong, 

light and looked fantastic.   

 

 

 

 

 



 

2. F-22 

John Seredynski brought in an F-22 Jet kit manufactured by Flite Test.   He said the 

instructions tell you to use hot glue to glue the  kit together.  They say it provides more 

strength.  Kit is 28 dollars.  Cost for the Kit, and to have it shipped USPS priority mail is 

$35.  He got his in about 2 days.  Some of the Pros for this kit are:   1. Instructions on the 

net.  2.  Pieces are tabbed for an easy build. And 3. Flight characteristics are reported to 

be very good as the design has been modified several times.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. BUILDING TOOLS:  

 

Bob Constable showed us his Magna board,  which (you guessed it) uses magnets to hold 

the pieces in place.  He uses laminating paper over the plans so glue doesn’t stick to the 

plans.  This way you don’t have to use pins to secure the pieces.   

 

 

Bob Constable also showed us a real neat balsa 

stripper by Peck Polymer.   Good up to ½ inch.  

Marked off to 1/64 increments and is fully 

adjustable.  Cutting is done by #11 blades, which 

are easily replaced. 

 

 

 

 



 

4.  SLOW BOAT BUILD 

 Ken baker showed us the progress he has made scratch building a Slow Boat.  There 

are designs on the web for adding to the top of the wing to change it into a different 

airfoil.  He showed us the drawing of one and how he modified his wing.  See pics.  

 Ken brought in in four copies of the full-size plans for the slow boat.  Several people 

wanted one and there is one left.  If interested, contact Ken Baker.   

 John Cheetham built one.  A tip he passed on was to take the film off of the foam 

before you iron on any covering.  If you don't you'll have a ton of bubbles. 

 Ken showed us a new product that he is using to glue  foam.  It is called Foam Tac.  It 

cost about $10 a bottle from Radical RC.  Several people tried it and like it.  It's the 

new version of Foam Tac, so check it out.   

o One note of caution from Ken.  You can’t put the pieces together without letting 

the Foam Tac glue cure.   If you do it will melt the foam.   

 



 

5. PLANS:  

Bob Constable donated several packages 

of full size drawing to the Club.  Come 

and check them out.   

 

   

  

 

 

 

 

6.  BUILDING TOOLS (CONTINUED): 

John Seredynski shows us the foam nail files he uses for sanding.  If 

you haven’t used them, you got to try them.  Check them out in the 

nail section of any store.  They work great. 

 

 

 

 

 

7.  GLIDER:  

John Seredynski brought in a little 

E-flight glider that was modified 

with a brushed vapor motor.  The 

glider has a 3 axis Gyro for heading 

hold and 5 servos in it.  It is designed 

to be aero towed.  He plans on aero 

towing it. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

PRESIDENT’S CORNER  
(Jim Armstrong): 

 

TWO DSC GAMBLER-AG FOR SALE: 

The DSC Club has two gambler kits for 

sale/ with motor mount. Now is the right 

time to build one. Cost is a bargain at a 

Club discount price of $65. You save a 

lot because there is no shipping cost, a 

free motor pod is included from Allen 

Wright, and clear covering is provided free. Add it up and see how 

much you save. Go to http://www.wrightbrothersrc.com/ for FMI on Gambler AG. 

Video of Jack Pignolo's Gambler 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BqDNK8iF2R0. 

 

NEW BUILDING PROJECTS. 

Our Club is fortunate to have a bunch of prolific builders.   
 

 

JACK PIGNOLO: 
Hi Jim,I have attached several photos of my version of the Navy F7U Cutlass. It is not to scale ,and I 
have taken several artistic liberties so, I renamed it the Switch Blade. Hope test fly it soon..With 400 
sq" of wing area and gross weight of only 13ozs, it should go up like a rocket....... 

Jack P.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BqDNK8iF2R0
http://www.wrightbrothersrc.com/img/gamblerplus/Gambler_Plus6.jpg


 

JOHN SEREDYNSKI: 

John Seredynski completed building his Flite Test F-22 Jet kit.  Rumors are that John has flown it and 

it flies great!  

See more info about it in the Show & Tell section of this newsletter (above). 

 

 

 



 

 

CLUB MEMBER JOHN CHEETHAM 
 
John Cheetham is at it again. He is building 2 at a time. Here you can see the L-19 Bird he has just 
finished.   
 

Info:  The Cessna L-19/O-1 Bird Dog was a liaison and observation aircraft. It was the first all-

metal fixed-wing aircraft ordered for and by the United States Army since the U.S. Army Air 

Forces separated from the Army in 1947, becoming its own branch of service, the United States 

Air Force. The Bird Dog had a lengthy career in the U.S. military, as well as in other countries. 

 
 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cessna
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aircraft
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Army
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Army_Air_Forces
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Army_Air_Forces
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Air_Force
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Air_Force


 

FORREST SUMNER: 
Forrest Sumner is refurbishing a Robin 

Hood Powered plane that Charlie Kerr gave 

him. Forrest completed recovering the wing 

and it came out perfect.  He is repairing and 

recovering the entire plane. Forrest is 

outfitting it so he can do some glider aero 

towing. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SLOW BOAT  

 

Pictures show:  Bob and Ken Baker 

putting together Bob Berry’s Slow 

Boat fuselage.  Tim Martel is putting 

the stabs on his Slow Boat.  Frank 

Bennett is cutting out the pieces for 

his Slow Boat.  Franny is making sure 

Frank cuts on the lines (grin). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Happy safe Flying, 

Jim  


